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Dear Friend, 
 
Christ is Risen! 
 
We are so pleased that you have decided to join us on this very unique Byzantine Catholic pilgrimage, 
in honor of Our Lady of Mariapoch, with Bishop Milan Lach, SJ, to the spiritual and historic roots of 
the Ruthenian Byzantine Catholic Church, Sept. 16-28. 
 
This trip, in celebration of Horizons’ 40th anniversary, has been two years in the making. The itinerary 
is based on a similar pilgrimage my husband, Father Andrew Summerson, and I made in 2015, to 
encounter the Ruthenian Byzantine Catholic Church in its native land, where it thrived for centuries 
before it was brought to the New World, where it suffered under communism, and where it now enjoys 
freedom of worship and new growth. 
 
The theme of our 13-day spiritual pilgrimage is “From Mariapoch to Mariapoch.” It will begin in 
Vienna, Austria, where the original weeping icon of Our Lady of Mariapoch is preserved for 
veneration, and it will conclude at the Shrine of Our Lady of Mariapocs in western Hungary, where the 
most recent weeping icon is venerated. In between, we will visit the Greek Catholic Church of 
Hungary, Slovakia and Ukraine, as well as venerate the relics of the three Byzantine Catholic martyred 
bishops, Blessed Paul Gojdich, Basil Hopko and Theodore Romzha. Pilgrims will be able to enjoy 
beautiful Budapest, before our return to the Unites States.  
 
Along with this letter, you have received a brochure of the pilgrimage, which includes the itinerary, 
important trip information and the trip registration form. We hope you find the itinerary as exciting as 
we do. Bishop Lach, Horizons staff and our travel company, Far Horizons, worked hard to offer you a 
very rich program at a reasonable price. 
 
Please note that the itinerary, which also includes unique opportunities to enjoy the 
cultural, historic and natural treasures of the Transcarpathian region, is heavily 
charged, and pilgrims must be able to keep pace. 
 
As well, please note that the prayer times have not yet been inserted in the itinerary. You will receive 
updates on the trip as the departure date for the pilgrimage approaches. In the meantime, please feel 
free to be in touch should you have further questions. 
 
Once again, we are pleased that you will join us for this unique pilgrimage, and we look forward to 
journeying with you, “From Mariapoch to Mariapoch” and in the footsteps of our Ruthenian martyrs, 
this fall. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Laura Ieraci 
Editor 
 


